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For many foreigners planning to enter Zambia, understanding the visa process is 

often one of the most confusing—and yet most critical—parts of preparing for their 

journey. Whether you're an immigrant yourself, a legal practitioner assisting a 

client, or a student hoping to enter the field of immigration law, knowing how 

Zambia’s visa system works is not just useful; it’s essential. 

In Zambia, the immigration framework is structured in a very specific way. Unlike 

in some countries where the terms visa and permit are used interchangeably, 

Zambian immigration law draws a clear line between the two. A visa is simply the 

authority to enter the country. A permit, on the other hand, is the authority to stay 

or remain in Zambia. These are distinct legal concepts, and understanding them is 

the foundation upon which all other immigration compliance rests. 

 

Understanding Entry Categories 

To make this practical, let’s start with the entry process itself. Foreigners entering 

Zambia fall into one of two broad visa categories: the Ordinary (or Tourist) Visa 

and the Business Visa. 🧳 

The difference lies in the purpose of entry. 

If a person is coming purely to visit family or friends, or for sightseeing or other 

non-official reasons, then they are considered an ordinary or tourist visitor. These 

individuals are not permitted to engage in any form of business or official activity 

while in the country, whether paid or unpaid. 

If, however, the foreign national is entering Zambia for any purpose that is official 

in nature—such as meetings, conferences, investment-related visits, research, study, 

or work—then they fall within the business visa category.  

This distinction is important because it not only governs how long one can stay, but 

it also affects what permits (if any) they may later be eligible for. 

 

What Happens at the Border 



At the point of entry—be it an airport or land border—an immigration officer will 

examine the entrant and issue an endorsement in their passport. It is at this moment 

that the foreign national must declare their true purpose of entry or produce their 

visa approval letter or visa where such entrant was issued with the visa prior to 

travel. ✍️ 

If, for example, someone is visiting as an ordinary visitor/tourist, the stamp in their 

passport will typically read something like V/30D until [date], meaning “Visitor 

for 30 days until [expiry date]”. That 30-day period can then be extended up to a 

maximum of 90 within an immigration year. 

It’s important to note here that an immigration year is not the same as a calendar 

year—it runs for 12 months from the date of entry. So, if Mr. John Smith enters 

Zambia on 18th June 2025, his immigration year will end on 19th June 2026, and he 

can use his 90 days at any time during that period. 

A business visitor, however, is only allowed a total of 30 days per immigration year, 

and this time is not extendable. Once the 30 days are exhausted, they must leave 

Zambia or apply for a relevant immigration permit. 

 

Common Pitfall: Misrepresentation 

This brings us to a common challenge. Some individuals attempt to enter Zambia 

under the guise of being ordinary visitors, simply to benefit from the longer 90-day 

allowance—even though their true intent is to work, consult, or conduct business. 

Unfortunately, this creates problems down the line. When such individuals later 

apply for a work or business related permit, they are required to submit a copy of 

their last entry endorsement. If that endorsement shows they entered as a visitor 

rather than for business, their permit application is usually rejected due to 

misrepresentation of their initial purpose. ❌ 

It is a mistake that can delay plans, damage immigration records, and cost more in 

the long run. 

 

Other Visa Options Worth Knowing 

Beyond the main visa categories, there are also a few what we may loosely call “sub-

visas.” These include: 



 The Transit Visa – for foreigners transiting through Zambia via land 

transport. Usually valid for 7 days. 

 The Day-Tripper Visa – for same-day visits (maximum of 24 hours), with 

exit required through the same port of entry. 

 The KAZA UniVisa – a tourism visa allowing travel between Zambia and 

Zimbabwe on a single visa. 🌍 

While these visas serve specific functions, they are usually aligned with either the 

business or tourist categories, depending on the purpose of entry. 

 

Single vs. Multiple Entry 

Zambia also categorizes its visas by frequency of entry: 

 Single-entry – enter Zambia once 

 Double-entry – enter, exit, and re-enter once 

 Multiple-entry – enter and exit as needed during the visa’s validity 

For those planning frequent visits—whether for business, family, or both—a 

multiple-entry visa is often more economical and convenient. 

 

Which Entry Regime Applies to You? 

Zambia classifies foreign nationals into three general groups when it comes to visa 

requirements: 

1. Visa-exempt countries/Visa Free – no visa needed 

2. Visa-on-arrival nationals – visa can be obtained and paid for at the port of 

entry 

3. Pre-visa nationals – must apply for and receive approval and printable visa 

before traveling to Zambia 📧 

Understanding which category applies to you can save time and ensure a smoother 

arrival experience. 

 

Staying Longer: Permits and Compliance 



Should a foreign national wish to remain in Zambia beyond their visa duration, they 

must apply for an appropriate immigration permit. 📝 

The Department of Immigration issues different permits depending on the stated 

purpose of stay—whether it’s to study, to work (short- or long-term), to reside as a 

spouse of a Zambian citizen or resident, to engage in cross-border trade, or to invest 

in Zambia. 

Importantly, the permit one is eligible for often depends on the original purpose of 

entry as declared at the port or at visa application stage—this directly informs their 

eligibility for continued stay. 

 

Final Thought 

By understanding Zambia’s visa categories and entry protocols, foreign nationals 

can make informed decisions, avoid unnecessary obstacles, and ensure a smooth and 

legally compliant experience when entering the country. ✅ 

Disclaimer: 

This piece is not legal advice nor is it a footnote-heavy lecture, it is just a friendly stroll 

through the immigration landscape with a lawyer who enjoys explaining complex things in 

plain language. If you need tailored advice, seek out a professional of your choice—preferably 

one who brings both brains and warmth to the table. 
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